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ELD ee 


*<EZ the orace 0 
PE G grace of 
WF, 0 0D King 
5 ow of England, 
J ; 387 -f HY , 
EN 0s N £24, France-and 
ASA SSEED® Net lreland, De- 
fender of the Feeh, Cc. ToOurright 
rruſtie, and right ua Coutin and 
Counlellow Robert Earle of Salisbury, Our 
HighTreaſourer of England,and Maltet of 
Our Court of Wards and Lincges , And 
to Our truſty and welbeloued the Councell 
ofthe ſame Court for the time being , Gree- 
ting. WHEREAS it docth appeare by —, 
3 | come 
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common expericnce , 1n the courſe which 
hath bene held, ſince the firſt erection of 
Our Courtof Wards and Liveries , That 
partly by flackneſle of rhe friends ot rhe 
Wards, vpon the deceaſe of the parents or 
Anceſtours ( who haue torborne to otter 
trnely Compoſition, ſometunes with opt- 
non thatno Tytle could be found for Vs, 
and ſometimes with purpoſe to ſupprefie 
the ſame) and partly by the ſute ot other 
men , the Cuſtody ofthe bodies and lands 
of Oar Wards, hauc bene commutted to 
ſuch perſons, ſome for one reſpe&, ſome 
for auvther , as (notwithſtanding the care 
and prouidence of you the Maſter aud 
Councell of Our Court, to binde themin 
great Bonds and Couenants for the well 
educating of the Children , and preſerua- 
ton of their inheritance ) haue bene care- 
[eſſe of their education, married ſome in 
meane plac2s,commirted waſts and ſpoiles 
vpon their Lands, and in the ende haue 
exaRed greater ſummes of money , for the 
marriages of ſuch Wards, then they ought 
ro haue done, in reaſon or equitie ; _ 

Wile 


withſtanding any their disburſements 
whatloeuer tor paſsing or procuring the 
ſame. 

And whereas We hauebeneallſo infor- 
med by you the Maſter of Our (aid Courr, 
that by reaſon of the great ditficultiesthat 
haue bene found by the Court, vpon ſight 
of Otfces , and Surueyes onely , to ſet 
downe Compoſitions tor Wardfhips and 
Leafes of Wards lands , with ſuch equalitie 
and moderation betweene Vs , and Our 
Subiects, as were uſt and reaſonable; and 
that through want of due information in 
that behalte, much of the profit thatyou 
would haue raiſed tor Vs, hath bene diuer- 
ted to diuers Sutors and Committees, who 
by obſcuring the trueth of the Wards 
eſtate, and by mifintorming of the Court 
therein, haue reaped greater benetite,then 
was intended , it you could by ordinarie 
meanes , haue come by the knowledge of | 
their yalues; ſo as, both We haue recetued 
Icfle then otherwiſe Wee ſhould haue 
done, and the Ward found little caſe in 
many caſes. 


Where- 


V/herefore, for the preuenting of theſe 
_ and the like ineconueniences , and to the 
end that our louing Subiccts may ſtand 
allured , That Wee deſire nothing more, 
then "Tl their Children and their Lands, 
that ſhall fall vnto Vs by reaſon ot VWard- 
{ſhip , might attertheir deceaſe, bec com- 
mitted to their neereſt and rruſticſt triends, 
or to ſuch as they by Will, or otherwiſe, 
ſhall commur the charge vnto, vpon ſuch 
valuable conliderations , as are iult and 
reaſonable : And to the intent rhat the 
Parents and Anceſtours , may depart in 
greaterPeace, i hope of this Our gracious 
tauour ; and ads triendes may ſee their 
halen brought vp in pietic and lear- 
ning ; and may take fuch care as 1s fit, tor 
the preſeruation of their inheritance ( if 
they wil ſeeke the ſame in time,and by ſuch 
meaues as are fit and conuenient ) Wee 
| havethought good hereby ro require you, 
the Maſter & Councell of Our ſaid Court, 
and the Maſter and Councel| of the ſaid 
Court for the time being , that in diſpoſing 


and committing ofthe Cuſtody of the bo- 
die 


«_ - 
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dies and Lands of uch Our Wards, whoſe 
Anceftours, haue deceaſed ſince the ninth 
day ofJanuary-laftzorſbal die from and at- 
 terth< date of theſe preſents, and of ſuch 
Ideots and Lunatickes, and their eſtates, as 
ſhall fall vnto. vs from hencefoorth , you 
ſtrictly and' carefully obſerue theſe our di- 


rections following. 


\IRST, Thatno Graunt or promiſe 
be made of the cuſtodie of the body 
or lands of any Warde, nor any com- 

poſition for the ame , vatill the end of one 
moneth next after the death of the Ance- 
ſour of the Ward, to the end thatthe nee- 
reſtand truſtieſt friends of the Anceſtours, 
or other perſons nominated by the Ance« 
ſour in that behalfe ; may 1 the meane 
time become Sutors for the ſame , amon 
whom choice may be niade of the beſt Ms. 


fnteſt. +: 
Lſo you ſhall do your beſt endeuourto 


informe your ſelfe as particularly as you 
may, by commiſsion, ſuruey , orgtherwile, 


of 
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of the trueth of the Wards eſtate, as well 
ot his inheritance as of his goods and chat- 
tels, and of the eſtate of the deceaſed Ans 
ceſtour, and of all other due circumſtances 
conſiderable, to the end the compoſitions 
may beſuch, as may ſtand both with Our 
reaſonableprofit,and with the ability ofthe 
heires eltate. 


T Hat all fales and compoſitions for 

Ward(ſhip of the bodies, and leaſes of 
lands,be made by the Maſter of the faide 
Court, and by ſuchperſons as are authoti 
zed by Statute in that behalte. Neuertheles, 
the Surueyour of the Liueries,the Atturney 
of the Wards, Receiuer and Auditours,or 
any foure of them withoutthe Maſter,may 
treatwith any to bring the ſaid Wardſhips 
and Leaſes toaprice , openly in the Coun- 
fell Chamber ot the Cqurt of Wards, and 
acquaint the Maſter therewith, in whoſe 
power it ſhall be to allow or diſallow of the 
ſame according to the ſaid Statute. 


T Hat no Wardſhip of the body or land 
ſhall be giuen or granted to any per- 


fo, 


ſon,orathis ſuite, in way of reward or be- 
nefite , but the beſt price and value that 
ſhall be offered, ſhall be raken ro Our vſe : 
ſo alwayes as the neereſt and truſtieſt 
friends , orthe perſons nominated by the 
Anceltour, (they ſecking the ſamein time 
conuenient as aforeſaid , and making fit 
Offer for it) be preferred, and conliderati- 
on had of the Wardes Eſtare, and of all due 


Circumſtances conſiderable in ſuch caſes. 


Hat Leaſes of Wards Landes be made 

without Fine, for the beſt improoued 
yeerely Rent that ſhall be offered,conſide- 
ration being had of all due Cautions, as 
aforeſaid. | 


THar fellable Woods, and Fines of Co 
| py-holdes of Inheritance, be alſo rea= 
ſonably valewed and demiſed with the 
Landes, for the beſt yeerely Rents asafore- 
fad: with prouiſion for the fellable woods, 
that the Leaſlees fell them by fir portions. 


T Har Fines for Copy-holds for Liues, 
be madcand raiſedto Our yle, when 


TP and 
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andas often as the Court ſhall thinke good, 
by certaine py Commilsioners to be 
appointed by the Maſter and Coufffell of 
our ſaid Court, which Commulsionersſhal 
be chargedto make the beſt of ſuch Copie- 
holds to be granted, and truely to anſwere 
vnto vs, into our receipt of our ſaide Court, 
all ach ſummes, without traude or couine, 
as by them ſhall haue beene receiued, due 
conſideration being had of their paines 
and expences. - 


TJ Hat you obſerue thelike rules; orders, 


' cautions,and conſiderations, as well for 
Our profite, as otherwiſe, in committing 
and ciſpoling of the Lands,tellable woods, 
Fines ot Copyholds of inheritance , 'or tor 
Liues , of Ideots, as by theſe Prefents are 
preſcribed for Wards : refpedtiuely , agcor- 
ding, to the nature of the caſe, giuing to 
their friends; that will take charge of them, 
{uch cowpetentallowance for their mainte- 
nance out of the eſtates of ſuch Ideots ,, as 


F y -- _ 


cheſalnewilberreto? ot ont 
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BY: touching Lunatickes, Lerno compo- 
fitron'be takety, for the committing of 
them or their eſtates ; bur let ſuch care be 
had therein,as they may be freel y commit- 
ted to their beſt and neereſt tends, that 
can recelue no benefit by their death, and 
the Committees bound to anſwere,not on+ 
ly the values found by office, but the very. 
juit value of their Eſtates, vpon Account, 
for the benefit of ſuch Lunaticke(ithe reco= 
uer) or of the next heire ; due regard being 
| had to the paines and charges of ſuch 
Committees,in keeping, maintaining, go- 
verning, and curing of the ſayd diſtratted 
Perſons. | 


ANd becauſe Our purpoſe in this courſe 
which now 15 taken , 15 to ratſe with as 
little grievance as may bee to Our _—_ | 
Subie&ts, that reaſonable benefire which 
ought ro'comevnto vs by marriages of Oar 
Wards; andby the Leafes of their Lands, 
(whereof agreatpazt hath beene diverted 
| by Gratitttyto Conwiitrecs;andotheriwiſe) 
Vedot hereby dedlare; That t45not Our 


BY} mcea- 


Io 
meaning to change the courſe that hath 
beene tormerly helde and vſcd in finding 
Offices, nor to preſle the railing or improo- 
ving of any Values or Rates 1n we Inquiſt- 


tions ; neither will Wee baue the Rents 
which ſhall be reſcrued vpon ſuch Leaſes, 
or any ({uch Cernficates, Informations, or 
Inſtructions, as ſhall by any meanes be gi- 
uen or appeare,of the values of ſuch Wards 
Lands or tſtates,to be tranſcriptedor tranſ- 
mitted to any other Court, O:hice, place 
 orperſon, or admitted or ved as Preſident, 
Euidence, orInducement, to charge Our 
SubieRs in any other paiments , now or 
hereafter anſwerable vato Vs, Our Heires 
or Succeſſours, or for any other caule. 


' A Nd further, foraſmuch as We hauea 
good while ſince perceiued by youthe 
Maſter of the fayd Court, that you are not 
only ready and deſirous , toimploy the vt- 
termoſt of your cares and endeauours, for 
purſuing and effefting Our DireRidns,aſ- 
well ſuch as ſhould concerne thejncreaſe of 
Our owne Profit, as thoſe thatſhould con- 
3 © - ous 


Il 
cernethe ſafety and preſeruation of their 
Eftates, thatarein this (ſort to be protected 
by Vs ; but are likewiſe moſt deſirous in 
this time of our vrgent neceſsities , that it 
may yy a{well to the whole world, as 
115 ſetled m your owne conſcience,that you 
are refolued to forgoe and abandon,all that 
benefite that might hereafter ariſe to your 
ſc]te,orto any other, by any fuch Fines or 
Compoſitions, notwithſtanding any thing 
that hath beene taken or challenged, by all 
the Maſters of the ſaid Court by continued 
' Cuſtome, vſe, and preſcription, euer fince 
the erection thereof; Wee haue thought 
good to require you, and fo Wee doe aus= 
thorize you hereby , that you gue order, 
that euery perſon that ſhall proſecute ſuch 
' Compoſition , for the cuſtody of a Ward 
Ideot or Lunaticke, or Leaſe of their Land, 
or other Eſtate , ſhall before any Grant of 
the body, or Leaſe of the Landbe deliue- 
red vnto hum vader Seale of our ſaid Court, 
take his corporall Othe in open Court, or 
by Commiſsion ( if the cauſe ſhall ſo re- 
quire) before three Commilzioners at the 


leaſt, 


| IZ 
leaſt, whereof one to be a Tuſtice of the 
Peace, to be certified and returned intothe 
Court, before the deliuery offuch Grant or 
Leaſe m maner and formefollowing, Viz. 


T eA.B. doe ſweare, that neither 

F.,nor any x8 tomy knowledge, 
haue or hath giuen, or promi iſed,pro- 
cured , or conſented to gine or to bee 
ginen, any gift or reward, direttl or 
drefth. 7 unto any Officer or Off- 
cers of the (ourt of Wards and Li- 
weries, or to any other perſon or per- 
ſons whatſoener , for procuring any 
preferrement to compound before. 
another,or for mitigation in the price 
or paiment, in any Compoſition or 
Contratt made or to be made , for the 
Wardfhip of the body of F. S. his 
MM areihies Ward, and the Leaſe 
of any the ſayd Wards Lands, or for 


any 


| I; 
any of them, eAnd that I will not 
gine , nor any with my conſent ſhall 


gine, or conſent to be giuen, any gift 


or reward, direttly or indirely, for 


the cauſes aforeſaid, or any of them : 
So helpe me Cod. : 


NFuerthelefle, Weare well pleaſed and 
contented,thatif any Wardfhip,Lcaſe 

0: land; meane rates, betore or atter tul age, 
now be, or hereafter ſhalbe concealed from 
vs,or it no ſuitſhalbe made within one yere 
next atrer our Tenants death , tor ſuch 
Wardſhip or Leaſe, or it vpon ſuit made 
within the yeere, an office be found againſt 
Vs, or the finding of the office vnnecetlarily 
rotracted after the yeere expired, without 
uſt cauſe allowed by the Court,that in ſuch 
caſes the Maſter may admit any fat perſon 
Whatſocuer, that ſhall make offer to diſco- 
uer our right ſo concealed, or ſought to be 
concealed, or ſuppreſſed ( vpon good mat- 
ter of proote ſhewed for vs and approoued 
by the Court) to proſecute the finding of an 
| E office, 
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office, and topaſle the faide Wardfhip, 
Leaſe or mean rates, without reſtraining or 
binding the ſaid Court, or the parties proſe- 
cuting, to the direCtions abouc mentioned: 
burthatthe Maſter of the ſaide Court may 
according to the parues trauaile, 'expences, 
aducnture and ſervice done vnto vs,reward 
him by graunt of ſuch Wardſhip , Leaſc 
or meane rates, in ſuch ſort as others may 
be encouraged to wploy themſelues in the 
like feruice, and all deuices and practiſesto 
decciue and defraud Vs of Our due and tut 
right, bee better preuented » Aly thing In 
theſe our Inſtructions or Directions to the 
contrarynotwithſtanding, 

Prouided alwayes,and ſo We do hereby 
declare it to be Our Will and Pleaſure, that 
where it ſhall appcare to you, that neither 
Wee nor Our Progenitours haue enioyed 
any benefit, by Wardſhip, Liueric, Primer 
ſeiin, reliete, reſpite of homage, Fines, or 
meaneRatesof any lands, within the ſpace 
of rhreeſcore yeerespaſt, where ſuch bcnc- 
fire ought to haue come to the crowne if 
fuch Tenures had beene acknowledged, 

in 
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i ſuch caſcs Wee are pleaſed to giue you 

ower and authoritie , to remit and relcaſc, 
all ſuch benefit, and profit, as hathor ought 
to haue accrued vato Vs, or Our Progeni= 
tours , by reaſon -of any ſuch Tenures ; al- 
lowing to ſuch perſons as hauc proſecuted, 
1 our behalte, ſuch part thereof, as thall 
ſeeme good in yourdilcretion, not excec- 
ding a third part ot the whole, as the fame 
fhall be tound by Inquiſition , (auing to Vs, 
Our Heires and Succefſours, the right and 
wheriranceof Our Tenures,and fauing Our 
| Frerogatiue, and the benchit andprotit of 
| ſuch Tenures of Vs, or Our Progenitours, 
as doe expreſly appeare by matter of Re- 
cord,and alſo ſuch as haue bene created, or 
otherwiſe come vato Vs, within the ſame 
time of threeſcore yeeres, 


A Ndnow,as We hauefo ſufficiently di- 
rected you, as Wee make little doubr 

bur you will be carefull of Ourproftt,in the 
execution of your place ;ſoneuertheles, We 
letyou likewiſe know hereby , That ſecing 
Our owne wdgement rellerh vs, that there 
Ep; may 
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way fall into your conſideration, many cir 
cumſtances which mult guide you, in af- 
ſelling the Fines for marriages of Our 
Wards, and renting of their Lands, fome 
ariſing out of the broken eſtate of the de- 
ceaſed, want of prouiſion tor his wite, his 
great charge ofchildren vnprouided for,in- 
firmitie or tendernefle of the Heire, vncers 
taintie ofthe Title, or greatneſle of incum- 
brance vpon the Land ; ſoas ſome Heire, 
that may 1n reſpect of hisdegree, or blood, 
or liuing,in opinion of the world, be iudg- 
edto deferuea greater Fine, or rent then 
ſome other perſon more obſcure, may yet 
in regard of the cauſes aboue mentioned, 
' or ſome other of like ſort, bee leſle fit to 
haue any great charge laid vpon him : Wee 
doe theretore, notwithſtanding any thing 
conteined in theſe Our Inſtructions, gue 
you full libertie,that as theſe, or any the like 
conſiderations ſhall offer themſelues vnto 
you; you may vſe that good diſcretion and 
conſcience which is fit, in mitigating or aba- 
ting the Fines or Rents , vpon the ſaide 
Graunts or Leaſes, to the relicfe of ſuch ne- 

celsities: 


I | 
celsities : So FED xd care be taken, that 
by any ſuch pretences, that profite which 
ſhould accrue vnato Vs, be not deriued to a- 
ny others, that ſhall ſeeke todraw to them. 
{clues a priuate benefit out ofthis Our gra- 
cious care and conſideration. 


] Altly Oh Will and pleaſure is, and We 

do hereby dire&and authorize you the 
Malter and Counſel! of Our ſaid Court, 
and the Malter and Counſell of the ſame 
tor thetime being, that with the aduice of 
OurIudges, Afittants of Our ſaid Court, 
you diligently examine, ſearch out and re- 
torme all fraudulent deuices and pradtiſes, 
deuiſed or to bedeuiſed and put in vre, to 
decetueor defeat Vs of Our Wardſhips,or 
Leaſes of Our Wards Lands, or of any duc 
and iuſt benefit belonging vuto Vs,by rea- 
ſon of Our Tenures. In Witneſle whereof, 
Wee haue cauſed theſe Our Letters to bee 
made Patents. | 


Witneſſe Our ſelfe at Weſtminſter, the 7. day of Fe- 
* bruary, ;n the eight yeere of Our Retgne of Eng- 
land, France ,and Ireland,and of Scotland the foure 


and fortieth, | 


